
Sea Rise is 
coming to a 
coast near you.
What makes a home?
We know that sea-level rise caused by 
climate change will affect every country 
with a coastline. Because Aotearoa 
is such a tectonically active country, 
however, we also need to think about 
land movement. Low lying areas 
of coastline that are subsiding will be 
the first to experience the impacts of 
sea-level rise.

Here are some stories of how people 
and places are likely to be affected and 
how they could adapt to sea level rise.

Scan here!

 He has good friends 
there, but lots of them 

are moving into 
retirement homes. 

Shri’s dad has lived in a small fishing 
settlement since he moved to Aotearoa 

from the Punjab 50 years ago.

Shri visits her dad every couple 
of days, because his cell phone 
coverage is dodgy and his heart 

isn’t the best.

 She worries because parts of the coastal road 
were recently washed out during a big storm and 
debate about how to deal with sea-level rise are 

delaying permanent repairs.  
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Luka has been working 
and saving to buy a 

house for years. 
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Groundwater 
The LIM on the house he wants shows sea-level 

rise is causing the groundwater levels around 
the house to rise and damage its foundations.

This means he can't get a 
mortgage on the house near the 

coast he can afford, because 
insurance won't cover it. 

Surf Cove

Hari has been surfing 
the same beach since 

he could paddle.

Surf Cove

Five years ago the residents got together 
to decide how they wanted to respond to 

the ocean encroaching on their properties. 
They decided to enhance the dunes.

He loved the spot so much he 
brought a run-down bach a few 
streets back from the ocean. 

Surf Cove
Hari worried this might change the surf 

break, but he didn't fight as he didn't 
want his neighbours to lose their homes.


