
Sea Rise is 
coming to a 
coast near you.
Mahia te mahi
We know that sea-level rise caused by 
climate change will affect every country 
with a coastline. Because Aotearoa 
is such a tectonically active country, 
however, we also need to think about 
land movement. Low lying areas 
of coastline that are subsiding will be 
the first to experience the impacts of 
sea-level rise.

Here are some stories of how people 
and places are likely to be affected and 
how they could adapt to sea level rise.

Scan here!

Mere told Tiana the inanga were 
spawning further up the river 

because of sea-level rise.

When she was growing up, Tiana 
and her kuia Mere used to fish for 

inanga at the river mouth. 

The hapū protected the 
inanga spawning sites 

through careful planning.

Thanks to this, Tiana 
and her moko are still 

able to whitebait all 
these years later. 

Tai goes tramping most weekends. One of the 
walks they and their friends like best starts with 

a walk along a narrow seashore path. 

One night, the path is washed out in a storm, 
but money in the local community is tight, so 

the council decides not to replace it. 

Tai and their friends 
are organising a group 
of volunteers to fix it 

on weekends.

Hazel is a guide for kayak tours at a tidal lagoon where 
nesting kōtuku feed. There are only 120 kōtuku left in 

the world and the tour is a real tourist attraction.  

Kōtuku require shallow water 
for feeding but sea rise 

means the water level at low 
tide is getting steadily higher. 

The company Hazel works for is partnering with 
the Department of Conservation and local iwi 

to try and protect the kōtuku’s home.


