
Sea Rise is 
coming to a 
coast near you.
Living the dream?
We know that sea-level rise caused by 
climate change will affect every country 
with a coastline. Because Aotearoa 
is such a tectonically active country, 
however, we also need to think about 
land movement. Low lying areas 
of coastline that are subsiding will be 
the first to experience the impacts of 
sea-level rise.

Here are some stories of how people 
and places are likely to be affected and 
how they could adapt to sea level rise.

Scan here!

Andrew’s farm includes land that his 
grandfather and father drained from 

the salt marshes to graze sheep. 

Andrew is working 
with friends to 

change the land back 
to salt marsh. 

But the sea level is rising and the 
grass is dying from salt water 

intrusion and drought.

He’s decided to invest in blue carbon and is 
hoping to make money through sequestering 

carbon as the salt marshes regenerate.

BLUE CARBON

Sarah and Jim met at a campsite by the sea 
when they were seventeen. Their first kiss was 

under a pohutukawa with a rope swing. 

The campsite floods even in 
good weather, with the highest 
tides coming through storm 

water outlets.

Now the tree is gone. 
Salt-water got into its roots 

and the bank eroded.

Sarah and Jim have an EV 
campervan, and they 

leave if it gets too wet. 

Ella has wanted to run a cafe since she 
was six. She started washing dishes at the 

local restaurant when she was fifteen.  

 She set up her 
summer cafe at the 
most popular beach 

ten years later. 

Ella's cafe was demolished last year after it's 
location was made an area for managed 

retreat and insurance got too high.

Ella’s bought a cafe cart 
that she tows around so 

people can get their 
coffee fix. 


